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fail to receive a clapping of hands. The four staff members
of the American Embassy suddenly went into a huddle and con-
versed with each other. And then they all strongly shook their
heads, although no one knows what they meant by this conduct.
All others in the visitors' gallery looked at them with fixed
attention.

The speeches were chiefly for domestic consumption, but they
won't make a good impression in our country, particularly Togo's
three points for reaching an understanding with the United States,
as follows :

1.  Third powers will refrain from obstructing a successful con-
clusion of the China affair, which Japan has in view.

2.  The countries surrounding our Empire will not only refrain
from presenting a direct military menace to our Empire, but will
nullify such measures of a hostile character as economic blockade
and restore normal economic relations with Japan.

3.  Utmost efforts will be exerted to prevent the extension of the
European war and the spread of the disturbances into East Asia.

Thus Japan's " immutable " policy.
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The editorial in this morning's Japan Times and Advertiser contains
the paragraph :

The outstanding issues between Japan and America, as Am-
bassador Grew said, may be counted by the hundred. But what
seems most important at this juncture is that the American Govern-
ment should realize the all-importance of imparting to Japan a
sense of security. The formidable cordon of naval and air bases
which America has developed round Japan in concert with Britain,
the Netherlands East Indies, Australia, and Chungking con-
stitutes a direct threat against the Japanese Empire. As long as
this strategic situation persists, Japan can have little assurance
of security or safety. If America desires no war in this part of the
world, it should realize that it holds in its own hands the key to
the solution of the whole situation.

Typical of the view-point here. It is always we who threaten; it is
always we who are the potential aggressor, never Japan. Thus does
the United States wholly " misunderstand " Japan's peaceful inten-
tions in developing the New Order and the Co-Prosperity Sphere,
and thus do we render an adjustment of relations impossible by
" encircling " (a word so loved by the Nazis) innocent and unoffend-
ing Nippon.